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| suppose that this is meant as a form of exchange between young scientists, something which | very
much support. This is a great idea and | believe it to be quite useful. Comparing it to similar set-ups at
international meetings it might be good to incorporate at least some of the (more senior) speakers,
including (invited) international speakers into the world cafe setting. This might help younger students
and post-docs network better and get a chance to chat with more senior scientists. | also believe that at
least for the initial introduction and presentation part English could be used (to my understanding, and |
might be wrong, this event in its current form is held in Japanese). At least for those students/post-docs
who might be interested, one could make "English-speaking tables". This will be especially relevant in
case of international exchange with visiting young scientist who might join the JSDB annual meeting in
future (for example students or post-docs from Germany or other parts of the world).
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22.
23.
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25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

| recommend that the main language of this meeting should be kept as English (including language of
posters). This is one of the longest running English-based conferences in Japan and especially now,
where it becomes even more important to foster international exchange and dialogue with other
developmental biology societies abroad, the international character of the annual JSDB meeting has to
be preserved. One should furthermore keep in mind that the hybrid format may continue, and that more
foreign participants will join either online or even in-person our future meetings once Covid-related travel
restrictions are abolished. Having the annual meeting being in English represents in my opinion also a
very good opportunity for promoting the JSDB and developmental biology research in Japan. Several
Japanese students whom | interacted with during the recent meeting in Kanazawa expressed that it was
a challenge to speak and present in English but that they appreciated this opportunity and believed it to
be a very valuable experience. | understand the worries and good-minded intentions of those who
suggest to change at least partially the meeting language from English to Japanese but am sincerely
worried that this might be step into the wrong direction. One should keep in mind the tremendous value
and opportunity which comes with the annual JSDB meeting being held in English; especially when
combined with efforts to attract talented students and post-docs from abroad. Attracting international
talent to Japan and the JSDB should be considered more strongly, as it would surely help invigorate and
strengthen the future of developmental biology research in Japan.
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